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Our Supporters

NDPhoto

Rowing South Australia would like to thank the following valued Partners, Supporters and 
Stakeholders for the continued support provide to rowing in South Australia
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Our Vision and Mission

OUR VISION 
To be recognised and valued as the leading 
water sport in SA.

OUR MISSION 
To develop, promote and administer the sport of 
rowing in South Australia in all its forms, to the 
highest levels, for the enjoyment and benefit of 
all stakeholders.

OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
We are proud of our sport, its traditions and 
achievements and we value the following 
guiding principles:

Teamwork – rowers experience fun and 
enjoyment whilst pulling together toward a 
common goal.

Personal development  – rowers learn self 
discipline and motivation together with 
commitment and a sense of fair play.

Focus – rowers apply total concentration on the 
ultimate objective in order to harness power and 
precision.

Traditional – rowers transmit time honoured 
values and shared experiences to future 
generations.

Environmental – rowers respect and safeguard 
the water and its surroundings.

Enjoyment – rowers experience an opportunity 
to form  lifelong friendships through the 
camaraderie established on and off the water.

Inclusive - rowers create a sense of belonging 
through an environment that is welcoming and 
inclusive.

Well-being – rowers respect their body and 
mind.

Rowing is the ultimate team sport founded 
on precision, passion and participation by 
people of all ages

“
“
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Patron 
His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce, AC, 
CSC, RANR, Governor of South Australia

Vice Patrons 
The Right Honourable Lord Mayor of Adelaide, 
Stephan Yarwood 
Mayor of the City of Charles Sturt, Kirsten 
Alexander

President 
Robert Pennington

Vice-Presidents 
Lou Crotti, Michael Eastaughffe, Rod Elleway, 
Luigi Lippis, Robert Russell, Penny Halliday Paul 
Logan, Phil Mangelsdorf, Steve Pennington

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Chairman 
Alastair McLachlan

Secretary 
Michael Eastaughffe

Elected Members 
Andrew Randell, Andrew Stunell, Brett Ralph, 
Greg Melbourne, Christine MacLaren

 

COMMISSIONERS 
Finance 
Trevor Hirth

Development 
Andrew Randell

Legal Advisor 
Lou Crotti

Building 
Alastair McLachlan

Umpire 
Greg Melbourne

Heritage 
Michael Eastaughffe

Regatta 
Andrew Stunell

Rowing Australia 
Michael Eastaughffe

 

ROWINGSA PERSONNEL
Chief Executive Officer 
Deb White (until December 2012)

Regatta Operations Manager 
Chris Firth (until December 2012) 
Andrew Swift (until February 2012) 
Daniel Ralph

Education & Club Development Officer 
Damien Derlique

Finance Officer 
Beverly Portlock

Facilities and Maintenance Manager 
Tim Ward

Course Manager 
Brett Ralph

Café Manager 
Paul Blobel

State Team Manager 
Damien Derlique

State Team Selectors 
Damien Derlique, Christine MacLaren, Alastair 
McLachlan, Fearnley Szuster, Jason Lane

Rowing SA Photographer 
Cynthia Judd – Hebfotos 
Matthew Ralph – ND-Photo

Rowing SA Auditor 
Wakefield Chartered Accountants

 

ROWING AUSTRALIA
High Performance Development Program 
Coordinator 
Christine MacLaren

Organisation Structure
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1st Grade State Championships 
Winning 1st Grade Men’s and Women’s VIII 

Adelaide University Boat Club
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FOUNDATION 
LIFE MEMBERS
Amiel C W *
Anderson J
Baciarelli V
Baulderstone D *
Baumann C *
Beauchamp H J
Beck D G
Bertram K R
Birks P J
Black R C
Blank J
Blank P W
Bodger R A
Bollen J H *
Bolt J W
Bond B T *
Booth R
Borman N W
Bowley H
Bradley R
Brice C
Brooks D E *
Brown T
Burchell G R
Burfield G D
Burgess E F
Burgoine G
Buys K
Calandro R
Campbell R M
Carroll L V
Carter D R
Carter R D *
Cheesman R D
Cheesman D T
Cheesman W D
Christensen D
Clayton D E
Clode G D

Coldwell R K
Coldwell K L
Coldwell G D
Collins N M
Cooper C
Crompton D O
Crotti L R
Cudmore P D *
Cudmore PM *
Culver R
Cummins L
Cundell B M
Cyclone K M
Dalton B F
Dankbaar W *
Dankbaar R
Davies D *
Davis A *
Davis L S
Delbridge R M
Diben F A
Dickson P R
Dorsch A W
Douglas S J
Draper J W
Draper B S
Draper M A
Dunn J A
Earl D *
Earl W D *
Eastaughffe M
Eaton F *
Edmonds F R *
Edmonds D B
Edwards J R
Edwards M J
Elleway S F
Elleway R F
Emery C P
Evans M J
Farrar G C

Ferris F R
Footer G L
Gardiner L H
Gebhardt P
Giacchino P
Gibson R J
Gigney R P
Gill R C
Glazbrook D
Goldsworthy W R
Goodenough L S
Gregory A J *
Grummet L T *
Guterres E *
Hamilton I
Hannaford B D *
Harnyes F K
Harrison S J
Harrison J C
Harvey* D J
Hebblewhite G K
Hebblewhite M
Henderson S
Henderson D W
Higgins J M
Hislop D
Holland R F
Horlin-Smith B M
Howell R E
Hughes J L
Humble D S *
Hussey D J
Ingham J C *
Jarvis R F
Jeffries P W *
Jeffries P C
Jones A G
Keane P J
Keene G
Kernot G J
Keynes R J

Keynes G R
Keynes R B
Krichauf G F *
Kutcher D B
Lang R
Langlois L R
Langlois S
Lansen C T *
Lawrence R G
Lenihan W *
Lickie W J
Lippis L
Lippis A U
Lippis M P
Lippis D J
Lippis N
Lockwood J D *
Lodge F M *
Lohmeyer R A
Lohmeyer M J
Lord P A *
Lott C W
Lowe A
Lowen G T
MacDonald C G
MacKenzie B M
MacKenzie R W
Mackie H K
Madsen C
Madsen C T *
Madsen K
Magarey M
Maguire G
Mangelsdorf P
Mangelsdorf J
Mannum RC 
(President)
Mathews R M P *
Mathews C S
McCabe D M
McCoy J W *

Foundation and Honorary Life Members
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McCoy W K
McCullough P A
McIlwain J F
McLean A K
McLoughlin M A
McNiel G
McQuillan A F
Mead R
Meathrel R R
Melbourne G
Menz W O *
Menz W J *
Menz H V *
Michell E
Milne F K *
Mitchell P G *
Mobbs B *
Moore R L
Moore B J
Morelli P *
Morphett H C *
Morrison E M *
Morton W L *
Motteram J P *
Mould R G
Muecke T R
Muscat J J
Muscat A C
Neall D
Nurk A
O’Brien F G
Osis M
Osman R V
PAC (Headmaster)
PARC(President)
Parham A J *
Parr A W
Parsons B
Pearce J L
Pembroke
(Headmaster)

Pennington R
Phillipson E
Pike H R
Place B
Potter R B
Potter R W
Potter M I
Prescott R C
Prescott C B
Price E A
Prior G
Puddy A G
Quigley J D
Quigley F
Quigley P A
Quigley G C
Ramsay A T
Ramsay J K
Ramsay A J
Raymond D
Resting Rowers
Consortium
Richards R C
Richardson R W *
Roberts B
Robertson B W
Roosken H A
Rose S A *
Rowe J A *
Runge C E *
Russell I W
Russell R J
Sarah D
Scroop I M
Sellick J G *
Simmons D
Simpson R
Skuce F C
Smith J A
Smith R
Smith G B

Southcott B P
Southcott L
Southcott A L *
Steer P G
Sullivan T D
Swan D *
Szuster F S
Talbot N
Thewlis P
Thomas E G
Thornquest C
Tolley S W
Trickett A *
Trinne D J
Trowbridge D E
Turnbill R K
Turnbull J M
Union of Old Oarsmen
President
Unley High
(Headmaster)
Vahl Meyer E
Wade D *
Walker P T
Wallman R H
Ward J
Ward T J
Warne R J
Watts R F
Watts W *
Way K *
Webb R
Welch J
West Lakes Ltd
White D J
Whiteford J W
Whiteford A D
Williams C *
Williams D
Williams J K
Williamson L L

Wills W J
Winter N W
Woodhead Hall et al
Wride R H J
Young W S

HONORARY & 
FINANCIAL LIFE 
MEMBERS
Amiel C W *
Blank J H
Carter R D *
Coldwell G D
Draper B S
Fitzgerald R
Mangelsdorf P C
Russell R J
Southcott A L *
Ward T
Watts R F
Webb R S
Southcott E K

*Denotes deceased

Foundation and Honorary Life Members
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Champion Schoolboy Crew:	 Prince Alfred College 1st VIII	
Champion Schoolgirl Crew:	 Walford 1st VIII
Champion Schoolboy:		  Cameron Lowe (PAC), William Burfield (PAC), 
					     Henry Brennan (PAC), Alexander Cox (PAC),  
					     Ned Altschwager (SPSC)
Champion Schoolgirl:		  Fleur Wellings (WAL), Lucy Aylward (WAL)
Champion Junior Male:		  Alex Bockman (MBRC) 
					     Runner Up:  Nicolas Parletta (PAC)
Champion Junior Female:		  Kate Highfield (WAL) 
					     Runner Up:  Narelle Badenoch (AUBC)
Champion Senior Male:		  Tax Skrembos (ARC) 
					     Runner Up:  Jack Culbertson  (ARC)
Champion Senior Female:		  Suzannah Michell (AUBC) 
					     Runner Up: Alex Carter (AUBC)  
Champion Male Coxswain:		 Jared Lundy (PAC/TRC) 
					     Runner Up:  Sam Borman (MRC)
Champion Female Coxswain:	 Vicky Knight (PARC) 
					     Runner Up:  Cathy Reid (RRC)
Champion Masters Male:		  Peter Hodson (PEMMA) 
					     Runner Up:  John Lister (Riverside)
Champion Masters Female:	 Caroline Mussared (PRC) 
					     Runner Up:  Gordana Kalanj  (PRC)
Champion of Champions: 		 James McRae (MBRC)
Coaches Award:			   Jason Lane (SASI)
Volunteer Award:			   Brett Ralph (Umpire)

Schoolboy Super Series:		  Prince Alfred College
Schoolgirl Super Series:		  Walford Anglican School for Girls 
Country Male Premiership:		 Murray Bridge Rowing Club 
					     Runner Up:  Mannum Rowing Club
Country Female Premiership:	 Murray Bridge Rowing Club 
					     Runner Up:  Mannum Rowing Club		
Masters Male Premiership:		 Pembroke Masters  
					     Runner Up:  Riverside Rowing Club
Masters Female Premiership:	 Phoenix Rowing Club 
					     Runner Up:  Riverside Rowing Club 
Men’s Premiership:			   Adelaide Rowing Club 
					     Runner Up: Adelaide University Boat Club
Women’s Premiership:		  Adelaide University Boat Club 
					     Runner Up: Torrens Rowing Club

Rowing SA Awards

Rowing SA Premierships
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South Australian Athletes
in 2012 National Teams

South Australian Athletes
in 2013 National Teams

Olympic Team –London
Chris Morgan (AUBC/SASI) M4X
James McRae (MBRC/SASI) M4X 
Bryn Coudraye (ARC/SASI/AIS) M8+
Renee Chatterton (AUBC/SASI) W8+

Jason Lane (SASI Head Coach) W4X

Junior Team –Plodiv, Bulgaria
Riley Lum (TRC/SASI) M4X

U23 Team –Trakai, Lithuania
Alex Hill (ARC/SASI) M8+

Olympia Aldersey (ARC/SASI) W4X

Junior Development –NZ Tour
Tyson Beauchamp (ARC/PAC)
Narelle Badenoch (AUBC)
Jarrad Schar (Coach)

Senior Team -Chungju, Korea
James McRae (MBRC/SASI) M2+
Bryn Coudraye (ARC/SASI) M2+
Renee Chatterton (AUBC/SASI) W8+
Peta White (AUBC/SASI) W8+ 
Olympia Aldersey (ARC/SASI) W4X
Alex Hill (ARC/SASI/AIS) M8+
Ned Kinnear (AUBC) M8+

Jason Lane (SASI Head Coach) W4X

U23 Team –Linz, Austria
Peta White (AUBC/SASI) W8+
Molly Goodman (ARC/SASI) W8+
Sophie Van de Ven (AUBC/SASI) W8+
Alex Hill (ARC/SASI/AIS) M8+

Junior Team -Trakai, Lithuania
Narelle Badenoch (AUBC) W2X 
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South Australian Interstate Teams 2013
YOUTH WOMENS 8+ - Bicentennial Trophy
Alex Taliangis (ARC)
Victoria Basedow (ARC) 
Narelle Badenoch (AUBC)
Bridget Badenoch (AUBC) 
Alexandra Fry (TRC) 
Mackenzie Lum (TRC)
Kate Highfield (Wilderness School)
Ruby MacFall (Walford School)
c: Min Eaton (Walford School)

Coach: Ron Mobbs (Wilderness)

LIGHTWEIGHT WOMENS 4x – Victoria Cup
Nadera Adil (ARC) 
Suzannah Michell (AUBC) 
Alex Carter (AUBC) 
Alyssa Ng (ARC)

Coach: Amber Halliday (AUBC)

WOMENS 8+ - ULVA Trophy & Queens Plate
Peta White (AUBC)
Renee Chatterton (AUBC)
Molly Goodman (ARC) 
Sophie Van de Ven (AUBC) 
Carrie Tucker (AUBC)
Mieka Webb (ARC) 
Laura Osti (AUBC) 
Rhiannon Hughes (ARC) 
c: Jarred Lundy (TRC)

Coach: Jason Lane (SASI)

MENS 8+ - Kings Cup
Bronze
Bryn Coudraye (ARC) 
James McRae (MBBC)
 Chris Morgan (AUBC) 
Tom Shelton (ARC) 
Matt Bolt (AUBC)
Nick Andrew (AUBC) 
Lachlan Ward (AUBC) 
Ned Kinnear (AUBC) 
Aleco Lanfranco (AUBC)
Coach: Jason Lane (SASI)

YOUTH MENS 8+ - Noel F Wilkinson Trophy
Silver
Jed Nicolle (AUBC) 
Alexander Hill (ARC) 
Will Brennan (ARC) 
Nathan Bowden (ARC) 
James Virgin (ARC)
Drew Clements (ARC) 
Tax Skrembos (ARC) 
Jack Kelly (ARC) 
cox:Jordan Schiller (ARC)
Coache : Andrew Randell (ARC) 
Coach: Jarrad Schar (ARC)

WOMENS 1x – Nell Slatter Trophy
Olympia Aldersey (ARC)
Coach: Jason Lane (SASI)

2013 Interstate Regatta Results
M8+ W8+ MY8+ WY8+ LM4- LW4x M1x W1x

ACT 7 7 - - - - 6 -

NSW 1 5 1 1 3 3 2 6

QLD 5 2 6 3 1 5 4 1

SA 3 4 2 5 - 6 - 5

TAS 6 6 5 6 2 2 3 3

VIC 2 1 4 2 5 4 5 2

WA 4 3 3 4 4 1 1 4
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MY8+
Freddy Smyth (AUBC)
James Virgin (AUBC)
Drew Clements  (ARC)
Jed Nicolle (AUBC)
Nathan Bowden (ARC)
Lachlan Ward (AUBC)
Angus Rawson (TRC)
Charlie Bruce (AUBC)
Jack Culbertson (ARC)
Cox: Isabella Milazzo (ARC)
Coach: Andrew Swift (AUBC)
Coach: James Martin (ARC)

WY8+
Molly Goodman (ARC)
Sophie Van De Ven (Seymour)
Victoria Hill (Walford)
Kate Highfield (TRC)
Alexandra Fry (WS)
Briannah Thomas (TRC)
Madeline Dennis (WAS)
Isabella Ludbrook (WS)
Holly Putna (SC)
Cox: Eliza Campbell (SC)
Coach: Ron Mobbs (CBC)
Coach: Jarrad Schar (ARC)

MY8+
Nathan Bowden (ARC)
Will Brennan (ARC)
Drew Clements (ARC)
Jack Culbertson (ARC)
Alexander Hill (ARC)
Jack Kelly (ARC)
Jed Nicolle (AUBC)
Nic Parletta (ARC)
James Virgin (AUBC)
Cox: Jordan Schiller (ARC)

WY8+
Narelle Badenoch (AUBC)
Bridget Badenoch (AUBC)
Alex Carter (AUBC)
Molly Goodman (ARC)
Mazkenzie Lum (TRC)
Alex Taliangis (ARC)
Briannah Thomas (TRC)
Carrie Tucker (AUBC)
Sophie Van de Ven (ARC)
Cox: Ruby Genborg (TRC)

South Australian Youth Cup Team 2012

South Australian Youth Olympic Team 2013

2013 Australian Youth Olympic Festival Results

M8+ W8+ M4x W4x M4- W4- LM2x LW2x M2- W2-  M1x W1x M1x 
Res.

W1x 
Res.

ACT 9 8 9 9 9 8 9 6 16/18 12/16 9/18 17/18 7 6

GB 3 1 2 2 3 1 1 4 4/12 2/4 1/2 5/8 1 1

NSW 8 3 5 1 5 3 5 3 13/16 1/7 3/5 12/13 6 2

NZ 2 2 3 5 1 2 2 1 1/2 3/6 15/16 7/10 - -

QLD 5 5 7 8 7 5 6 5 7/15 8/9 7/12 6/14 - 3

SA 1 7 1 3 2 7 4 9 3/11 13/14 4/8 2/11 3 -

TAS 6 3 6 6 4 9 8 7 5/8 17/18 6/10 1/16 2 4

VU - - 10 - - - 10/11 - - - - - - -

VIC 7 4 8 4 6 4 7 8 6/17 5/10 11/14 3/4 4 -

WA 4 6 4 7 8 6 3 2 9/10 11/15 13/17 9/15 5 5
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Chairman’s Report
Rowing SA has experienced a transitional year, 
most of which did not include the services of a 
CEO.  Thank you to all those that stepped up to 
fill the various aspects of the role, in particular 
the members of the Executive board who 
took on a far more executive role than normal.  
Andrew Swift and then Daniel Ralph took on 
the role of Regatta operations and I thank both 
of them for all their work to ensure the regatta 
season was successful.  Bev Portlock took on 
the book keeping from November and has been 
critical in ensuring the maintenance of cash flow 
as we worked through the many revenue streams 
that now form Rowing SA.

It is also pleasing to announce that Rowing SA 
has been provided with additional funding from 
the Office of Recreation and Sport in 2013/14 to 
assist with the employment of our new CEO, Sue 
Hagley who commences on the 2nd September 
2013 and the Indoor Rowing coordinator 
position.  

Greg Melbourne was appointed to the position 
of Umpires commissioner and has worked 
closely with the existing pool of umpires, whilst 
developing a new group of umpires to enable 
the sport to trial rotational umpiring and multiple 
regatta formats in 2013/14.

Andrew Stunell  took on the role of Regatta 
commissioner and has worked extensively with 
many stakeholders to review the programming 
in 2012/13 and develop a new regatta program 
for 2013/14 that includes the Head of the River 

being held 3 weeks earlier than usual and the 
Schools State Championships being held at the 
end of the school term.  With the ever increasing 
number of participants at Regatta’s we are at the 
point where we may need to consider multiple 
venues to enable sufficient races for our athletes.

Andrew Randell and Christine McLaren have 
been overseeing the indoor rowing and coach 
education being performed by Damien Derlique.  
Andrew is also the schools commissioner 
providing guidance and recommendations from 
the Schools and Head of the River committees.

It is pleasing to see the Masters Commission 
re-form under the guidance of Mark Musared.  
This commission has been vacant over the 
past few years and is now providing valuable 
feedback and direction for all the masters 
rowers participating in South Australia.  Also, 
Rowing SA will be hosting the Australian Masters 
Rowing Championships in 2014. An organising 
committee has been established under the 
Chair, David Eichler and is well on its way 
to making the necessary arrangements for a 
successful regatta.

I would like to make special mention of the 
volunteer efforts of Brett Ralph, in particular with 
the regatta course infrastructure.  He has worked 
tirelessly to maintain the equipment that Rowing 
SA manages on behalf of the State Government.  
Also thank you to all those that assisted him 
during the season, your contribution is most 
appreciated.

Alastair McLachlan

Caption
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Rowing SA is fortunate to have such a strong 
supporter in the City of Charles Sturt Council.  
Our use of West Lakes is a significant part of 
our day to day operations and without the 
support of the Council we would not be able 
to supply the services we currently provide our 
membership.  Unfortunately, due to the various 
construction projects surrounding the Torrens 
Lake, Rowing SA was unable to host a regatta 
on the lake during the last season, nor will it be 
possible during the 2013/14 season. However 
it is our intention to return to the picturesque 
Torrens Lake venue in 2014/15 and support the 
City of Adelaide through the provision of the 
Henley on Torrens Rowing regatta and twilight 
sprint regatta.

Financially Rowing SA has remained strong with 
a small cash surplus in 2012/13.  The café, under 
the management of Paul Blobel was able to 
turn around the financial performance to record 
a positive result and is now contributing to the 
revenue streams of Rowing SA.

Our State team were successful in winning a 
silver medal (Mens Youth eight) and bronze 
medal (Kings Cup Crew) at the Interstate 
Regatta in Sydney.  Also, it was pleasing to see 
a lightweight womens quad scull compete for 
the first time in a number of years.  With the 
growing depth of high performance talent in the 
State it is hoped we will be able to field a full 
team in 2013/14. Thank you to the State Team 
selectors  for their involvement in selecting the 
team and Tim Hennessey in his role as Athlete’s 
commissioner. 

South Australia has once again been well 
represented in the Australian junior, under 21, 
under 23 and Senior teams.  Congratulations to 
all those athletes and coaches that were selected 
to represent their country.  Rowing SA maintains 
very strong ties with the SA Sports Institute and 
that close association continues to ensure our 
high performance athletes are given the best 
opportunity to achieve their best results.

Indoor Rowing is a new component of Rowing 
SA and although it has not achieved the level 
of revenue expected to date we are looking to 
2013/14 for that to improve as new programs 
are released to drive greater participation.

Our facility at West Lakes is soon to have a 
dedicated storage facility for the umpires boats.  
As soon as we receive council approval for the 
revised design, construction will commence.

Rowing Australia is experiencing structural 
change as Federal Government funding is being 
aligned to stronger Corporate Governance.  
The changes occurring at Rowing Australia are 
also being proposed for each State sporting 
organisation.  The corporate structure of Rowing 
SA has been in place for many decades and 
is now considered out dated when compared 
to the corporate structures being used by 
other State sporting organisations and now 
Rowing Australia.  Over the next 12 months the 
Executive board will be preparing a proposed 
new corporate structure to be put to the 2014 
AGM.  The new structure will bring Rowing SA 
into line with the requests of the Federal and 
State Governments.  Rowing Australia and the 
State Government are assisting with the design 
of the new structure and we will engage the 
services of independent legal advice to ensure 
the proposed structure is in the best interests of 
the membership of Rowing SA.  

At this years AGM Michael Eastaughffe will retire 
as Secretary of Rowing SA after 24 years’ service.  
Michael has been instrumental in the operations 
of Rowing SA as it has developed from being a 
volunteer organisation to an employer of up to a 
dozen staff, significant growth in participation at 
all levels of the sport, the multiple developments 
of the West Lakes facility and in his own capacity 
as a FISA umpire.  We wish him well in the future 
and thank him for his dedicated commitment 
and contribution to Rowing SA.

Finally, thank you to all those involved with 
Rowing in SA.  athletes, volunteers, employees, 
members, funding authorities and supporters.  
Your involvement is what makes Rowing in SA 
the best sport.
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Rowing South Australia has experienced a 
challenging year which was exacerbated by 
the sudden retirement of our previous Chief 
Executive, Deb White and also our Finance / 
Regatta Operations Manager, Christina Firth.  
The loss of these two dedicated experienced 
people was a huge loss to Rowing SA in its 
ongoing operations but it is testament to them 
that we were able to pick up from they left 
off, not perhaps with the same efficiency and 
knowledge, to maintain the ongoing operations 
of conducting the sport in South Australia.

Deb White retired due to health issues as well to 
a large degree physical and mental exhaustion 
from serving the ongoing requirements of 
Rowing SA.  Deb gave her all to the position 
with dedication and enthusiasm and set the 
office up with established policies, procedures 
and operational guidelines that have been 
valuable in the ongoing period where we have 
not had an appointed CEO.  We were fortunate 
to have Deb in this position and wish her well in 
the challenges she currently faces.

Rowing SA was also fortunate to have Christina 
Firth as our Finance/Regatta Operations 
Manager whose skills, abilities as well as her 
dedication and commitment are sorely missed.  
Christina formed a great team with Deb and 
with these two people in the office we had an 
enviable administration.

It was due to health concerns, including physical 
exhaustion, that unfortunately Christina felt 
she needed to resign.  We wish her well for the 
future.

Also during the past year, it was with regret that 
the Executive Board accepted the resignation of 
a fellow Board member, Peter Erskine.  Peter had 
worked very hard in establishing many financial 
and administrative compliance requirements, 
often in stressful conditions.  His application and 
attention to detail is to be commended and he 
will be missed.  Unfortunately, we have not been 
able to find a replacement for Peter.

Rowing SA has been fortunate to have had 
people come into the office to manage the 
ongoing business of Rowing SA as well as being 
served by our ongoing very dedicated and 
enthusiastic list of volunteers.

Initially we were fortunate to have Andrew Swift 
take over the day to day operations who served 
us well and enthusiastically.  When Andrew left 
to follow other pursuits we were fortunate to 
have Daniel Ralph.  There is no doubt as to the 
enthusiasm Daniel has for the sport and has 
provided great service during his time and has 
been willing to assist in many ways.

The load that Daniel took on for the organisation 
of regattas and in particular the Head of the 
River was daunting but he gave it his enthusiasm 
and determination to ensure a very successful 
event.

I would also make special mention of 
Damien Derlique who has taken on the State 
Development Officer role.  While continuing 
his with his duties in this role as well as the 
Indoor Rowing Centre, he has assisted me in 
preparing and disseminating  communications 
to the membership as well as attending to other 
matters in assisting with many other day to day 
issues.  It has hardly been a settling in time for 
him in his role with Rowing SA.

Our Finance Officer, Bev Portlock, has done an 
excellent job with the finances and is always 
willing to assist in any way for the benefit 
of Rowing SA.  Also, special mention to our 
Finance Director, Trevor Hirth, whose wise 
counsel in matters of compliance and finance is 
always appreciated and respected.

Rowing SA is fortunate to have a volunteer 
group second to none.  Their enthusiasm and 
willingness to participate and contribute to 
the sport in a big way is to be admired.  The 
leadership they demonstrate is contagious and 
influences others to want to participate.  These 
people make things happen and as a result it is 
to the benefit of the sport.

These people include Tim Ward, Brett Ralph, 
Greg Melbourne, Barny Cundell, Phil Gebhardt, 
Diane DeBellis, Rod Elleway, David Eichler and 
Mark Mussared. 

Michael EastaughffeSecretary’s Report
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We were fortunate this year to also have the 
assistance of Penny Halliday in helping to attract 
volunteers to assist with the conduct of the 
sport.  This job is so pivotal to the operations 
of our sport and I ask for everyone to make 
themselves for volunteer positions because 
without you we cannot operate.

The Rowing SA Masters Committee has been 
active in representing the interests of its 
stakeholders.  This is seen as a very positive 
outcome and important link for the Rowing 
SA Executive Board and its other Committees.  
This Committee has been ably led by Mark 
Mussared. 

Looking forward, Rowing SA is to host the 
2014 Rowing Australia in May.  To this end, an 
Organising Committee has been established 
chaired by David Eichler and has already been 
very active in preparations for the regatta.  
Rowing SA has an excellent record in hosting 
these events and it appears that with the 
enthusiasm and leadership being shown by this 
Committee that this will be no different.

A new Rowing SA CEO has recently been 
appointed since the conclusion of the reporting 
year.  Susan Hagley will be commencing in 
September 2013 and I ask that the rowing 
community welcome her by showing support, 
encouragement and cooperation.  While Susan 
has a rowing background, the expectations and 
requirements of this position require tolerance 
understanding and a realisation that there is 
more than one opinion to be considered in 
all things.  Remember, we all want the best 
outcome and to get that we must all work for it.  

In conclusion, this is my last year in an official 
capacity with Rowing SA.  While there may be 
a difference in my address in the future, the 
years, events, challenges, controversies and 
achievements of Rowing SA will always be 
recognised and remembered.  In particular, the 
people of Rowing SA and my club, Torrens, will 
always be close and remembered by me for the 
wonderful friendships and memories.

It is the people of Rowing SA that make what it 
is.

School’s Head of the River 
2013 - Scrutineers
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Daniel RalphRegatta Operations

Rowing SA had a rather successful 2012/13 
regatta season. The second season of ‘flat fees’ 
across the board for membership subscriptions 
had a mixed effect on participation and regatta 
entries, with some regattas getting smaller this 
past season (Henley on Torrens) and others 
growing extensively (2nd Grade and Masters 
State Championships) as seen on the regatta 
comparison table below.

The season did not come without its turbulence, 
with Chris Firth departing as Regatta Operations 
Manager (in December), Andrew Swift then 
taking over briefly before I was appointed to the 
role in February for the remainder of the season.

Overall our membership numbers rose slightly 
this season by 1.5%.  This was complemented 
by a 9% increase in competitors at each regatta 
and a 13% increase in entries, showing that more 
people attended each regatta and raced more 
often this season.

The 1st Grade, 2nd Grade and Masters State 
Championships all showed significant increases 
in both participation rates and entries received, 
with the 1st Grades boasting a 36% increase in 
entries and the 2nd Grade and Masters State 
Championships boasting a 60% increase in 
entries and a 50% increase in the number of 
competitors.

This season ROMS has not been fully utilised 
by clubs and schools and much of the work has 
fallen onto the Rowing SA staff to complete 
things like rower subscriptions and maintaining 
club databases. Steps are already being taken by 
Rowing SA to improve this as we move into next 
season.

I would like to finish up by thanking all the host 
clubs and schools for their efforts this season 
and extend a thank you to all the volunteers who 
worked behind the scenes before, during and 
after regattas, and the Boat Race Officials for 
their tireless efforts week in and week out.

Above: School’s Head of the River 2013 - Boy’s 1st VIII
Below: School’s Head of the River 2013 - Girl’s 1st VIII
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Damien Derlique
Education and Club Development
General Development – Outlook
The 2012-13 season started with Jarrad Schar as 
the State Development Officer, until he resigned 
in October. After a quick transition time, I am 
now looking forward to a full year during the 
2013-14 season. Thank you to the whole rowing 
community for your continued support of the 
development and education program; thank you 
to The Office of Recreation and Sport, Rowing 
Australia, the South Australian Sports Institute, 
The Australian Paralympic Committee and most 
importantly the SA Schools, Clubs,  Members 
and volunteers  for your understanding and 
welcoming behaviour

Para Rowing
Para Rowing in South Australia works in 
partnership with Rowing Australia and the 
Paralympic Committee. In February, Gordon 
Marcks, Rowing Australia Senior Coach Para 
Rowing, came in South Australia to have a 
better understanding of what is done in the 
State. The Indoor Rowing Centre proved to 
be a magnificent tool to welcome all kind of 
athletes and introduce them to the exercise of 
rowing.  In October and April were organised, 
in conjunction with the Australian Paralympic 
Committee, 2 Paralympic Talent Searches 
and Come and Try held for new participants 
interested in the sport.

Congratulations and encouragement to Loki 
Rickus who raced at the National Championships 
and won the Adaptive Men’s Arms and 
Shoulders Single Scull Silver Medal. A huge 
thank you must go to Caroline Mussared who 
is kindly taking up a voluntary role in the Para 
Rowing Program by coaching not only Loki but 
also some others Para rowers, including Brandon 
Swain (trunk, arms and shoulders) while always 
responding present to take part in Paralympic 
Talent Search and Come and Try.

Community
The ‘Starclub’ program is now in its 3rd year. 
It is dedicated to all the sport clubs in South 
Australia. This self assessment tool enables clubs 
to identify their strengths and weaknesses and 

how they can improve in the following 5 different 
areas: club management, coaches and officials, 
volunteers, equal opportunity, safety.

Please contact me should you need more 
information regarding this initiative from the 
Office for Recreation and Sport. This is a rare 
opportunity to support the rowing clubs so that 
they can provide the best environment possible 
for their members and the wider community.

Education
The Coach Education in South Australia includes 
“Learn to Row” Coach Courses, “Club and 
School” Coach Courses and Workshops. During 
the 2012-13 season 4 LTRC, 1 CSC course and 4 
workshops were delivered.

Congratulations to all the coaches who 
successfully became accredited on a LTRC or 
CSC level and also to those who entered the 
reaccreditation process brilliantly. 

Unfortunately too many people who take part in 
these courses still do not complete the practical 
assessment required to become an accredited 
coach. 

The 2013-2014 education calendar will provide 
4 LTRC courses and 1 CSC course. The dates are 
published on the Rowing SA website.

Indoor Rowing
Between 40 and 50 regular users are coming 
weekly and the success of the State Indoor 
Rowing Championships organised in October 
2012 are real facts to testify there is a real 
potential for this activity hereby in South 
Australia, following the development already 
witnessed since years overseas, especially in the 
UK and USA.

Royal Society for the Blinds, Active Ageing 
Australia, SASRAPID, SCOSA, Flinders University 
Disability and Community Inclusion Unit just to 
name a few, started to come in January 2013.  
This new activity being so rewarding for people 
with so many different characteristics that they 
keep coming back! 
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A few rowing schools also took the alternative, 
when “too rough to row” to come and enjoy the 
big screen displaying the live performances or 
the rowers, in singles, doubles, quads or eight.

No doubt that word to mouth is going to 
build up the momentum to make this Centre a 
reference in the country!

State Team – Australian Youth Olympic 
Festival
The 2013 Australian Youth Olympic Festival was 
held at Sydney International Regatta Centre from 
the 16th to 20th of January 2013.  

All races were hotly contested but here are the 
most noticeable performances:

Our representative in the Women’s Single Scull 
took a remarkable Silver Medal, 

In the Men’s small boats, the best result comes 
from the coxless pair, with a Bronze medal.

The Women’s quad fought hard to get a Bronze 
Medal too. 

In the Men’s quad, the South Australian rowers 
took the Gold Medal.

Meanwhile the Men’s coxless four raced for a 
Silver Medal.

In the Men’s eight, the South Australians literally 
crushed the opposition and dominated the race 
with style and panache! More than 4 seconds 
ahead of the second boat on the finish line, what 
a well-deserved Gold Medal!

Congratulations to all athletes and coaches for 
such a successful campaign. A special thank you 
to all the coaches: Jarrad Schar and Ron Mobbs 
and to Christine MacLaren for her help in the 
organisation of both the training camp and trip.

State Team – Interstate Regatta
The 2013 Interstate Regatta was contested in 
March at the at Sydney International Regatta 
Centre (NSW) 

South Australia entered six crews into the 
Interstate Regatta including; the Kings Cup 
Eight, Queen’s Cup Eight, Men’s Youth Eight, 
Women’s Youth Eight and Lightweight Women’s 
Quad and Women’s Single Scull. 

The Kings Cup Eight proved to be a very 
strong crew for the fourth year in a row, holding 
third position from start to finish and securing 

a bronze medal for the 4th time in the same 
number of years, a fabulous effort. 

The Queen’s Cup Eight finished fourth less than 
6 seconds away from the podium. 

The Men’s Youth Eight managed to improve on 
the 6th place in 2012 by coming home with a 
splendid Silver medal! 

The Women’s Youth Eight raced amazingly 
finishing fifth just 4 seconds away from the 
podium.

The Lightweight Women’s Quad, on the 
impulsion of Amber Halliday, took the 6th place. 

Congratulations to all athletes and coaches for 
such a successful regatta. A big thank you to all 
the coaches; Jason Lane, Andrew Randell, Jarrad 
Schar, Ron Mobbs and Amber Halliday. A special 
thank you goes to the 2012-2013 State Team 
Selection Panel including, Jason Lane, Alastair 
McLachlan, Christine MacLaren and Fearnley 
Szulster for donating their time, knowledge and 
experience.

Above: Para Rowing 
Below: SA Kings Cup VIII
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The High Performance Development Program 
(HPDP) in South Australia has continued to 
identify, recruit, and manage athletes with 
identified potential to make it to the elite level 
in rowing. HPDP manages the Tier 4 and 5 
athletes. In SA it also manages the SASI Talent 
Search program

Here in SA the talented athlete programs works 
in conjunction with the Senior Clubs and schools 
to ensure that the opportunity for accelerated 
development is offered to identified athletes.

To “find” these athletes, there is a structured 
pathway managed by the high Performance 
development Coordinator using both the TID 
testing, erg monitoring, and most importantly 
athletes who can move the boat!

Raw recruits (non rowing school) Using the Talent 
Identification (TID) testing in partnership with the 
Rowing SA 2012 Indoor Rowing Program, Jarrad 
Schar (Rowing SA) and I went visited non rowing 
schools to promote rowing through the Indoor 
rowing program, and run the TID testing as a 
tool for identifying new talent. We visited over 
30 schools, 3000+ athletes, and recruited 12 
talented athletes into the Talent Search Program.

We also ran testing sessions in partnership with 
SASI Talent Search to continue to identify with 
raw potential. 

Recent successful talent Catch athletes are the 
Badenoch sisters-Narelle (AUBC) was identified 
in 2010, selected in the WU19 2x at the Junior 
World Championships, and  Bridget (AUBC) also 
made her mark at the National Championships 
after 10 months of rowing winning GOLD  U17 
W2x ( with Seidel MBRC) , and SILVER  U17 W1x.

The Australian Olympic Team 2012 included two 
SA Talent Search athletes Renee Chatterton and 
Bryn Coudraye. Fantastic to see end results of 
the program on the Olympic Team!!

Rowing School based athletes, are identified, 
and “ear marked” for future TID programs 
through visits to schools and the annual round 
of TID testing, erg scores and boat moving skills. 
In some cases junior athletes will do additional 
sessions with the TID group in agreement with 
their school programs.

Great examples of school athletes who have 
been identified as Talented athletes and have 
continued up the High performance pathway to 
be selected in the Australian U23 Rowing Team 
Alexander Hill ( PAC), silver U23 M2- ,Sophie 
Van de Ven ( Seymour) and  Molly Goodman 
(Wilderness)  WU238+ .

Our winter squad identified athletes who were 
capable of attaining HP scholarships, and aimed 
to fast track their development. The identified 
group – mainly U21 male athletes, coached by 
Jarrad Schar, and assisted by Andrew Randall, 
had a great year, all gaining Tier 4 scholarships, 
Winning Australian Youth Olympic Festival 
MY8+, then winning SILVER in the MY8+ at the 
Interstate Regatta. Nicolle and Clements are 
now selected in the Australian U21 Team to 
complete in New Zealand in September.

Many other identified athletes, supported by 
HPDP programs, made SA State Team, and 
medalled at the National Championships.

Thanks to Jarrad Schar, Zoltan Shepherd,Jason  
Lane, Ron Mobbs, Andrew Randall, Vicky 
Spencer and Jack Culbertson for being part 
of the coaching team, and of course to the 
SA Clubs and schools for their important 
role of supporting the athletes in their elite 
development. 

As we go forward, we continue to “search” for 
athletes who have the potential and the drive 
to make it to the top in rowing, by offering 
TID testing to rowing schools as a useful tool 
to test their rowers endurance and strength , 
and to non-rowing schools to continue to offer 
the opportunity to athletes such as Olympia 
or Nathan who otherwise may not have come 
across the rowing world!

For more information regarding TID testing at 
your school or as “new talent” contact 
christine.maclaren@rowing.ausportnet.com

High Performance Report Christian McLaren
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This has been my first year as Umpire’s 
Commissioner, it has been an interesting time 
with the challenge of running safe & enjoyable 
regattas for all involved.

 The commission also had the task of increasing 
the number of umpires to reduce the work load 
on the few who always turn up & to make it 
possible to run more events in future years. To 
this extent we have trained 4 new umpires & 
have several in training, unfortunately we have 
lost 2 umpires & have others that are now part 
time due to other commitments. This leaves us 
with about the same number & we therefore 
need more trainee umpires, to this extent we 
now have a system in place where if a person 
starts at the beginning of the season they will be 
an umpire before the end of that season. I would 
ask all Clubs to ask their members if they want 
to join the umpires, especially Clubs that do not 
have an umpire.

The regattas went very well last season with only 
half a day’s racing lost due to weather, we did 
have very trying conditions at Berri but with a 
close eye on the weather patterns we were able 
to get through the day safely & this year we had 
very good conditions at the Head of the River 
which allowed for a good finish to the season.

I would like to thank all the umpires & volunteers 
that helped throughout the year as without them 
regattas would not run & finally we have to say 
good bye to Michael Eastaughffe who is leaving 
the State for family reasons & will be missed, 
Michael has given many years service to the 
sport as not just an umpire but Board member & 
volunteer at numerous events & functions.

Umpire’s Commission Greg Melbourne
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Course Manager Report
Well another year rolls on by, and we feel that 
we’re finally getting on top of all the course 
operational necessities, we’re always open to 
fresh ideas to help streamline the process of 
putting out, and pulling in the course.  It has 
been a long season, but we are blessed with 
an International Standard Rowing Course, that 
combined with nearby  accommodation and 
Airport accessibility, is arguably the best in 
Australia

Long standing stalwart, Tim Ward, retired from 
being the Course Manager at the end of last 
year so there has been a major push to increase 
the number of volunteers, to spread the load in 
maintaining the course

Major Events held on the AM Ramsey Rowing 
Course in the 2012/13 season were:	 	             

2012 University Games (2000m)		

2012 Canoe Grand Prix Event (200m/500m/1000m)

2013 1st Grade State Champs (2000m)

2013 Dragon Boat State Champs (200m/500m)

2013 Schools HoR (1000m/1500m/2000m)

2013 Canoe State Champs (200m/500m/1000m)

Future Major Events
2014 Canoe National Champs     
March 28-30

2014 Australian Masters Rowing Championships   
May 1-4

Preparations continue for the bidding for a 
future Junior or Under 23   World Rowing 
Championships, and also the 2016 Dragon Boat 
World Championships

Maintenance/Improvements
We are slowly expanding/improving our 
infrastructure,  these include:

4 more winches have now been purchased, 
so we now have a winch for each of the  12 
mooring points on the Starting Pontoon. This 
has enabled us to safely speed up the process 
of attaching the pontoon to 1 of the 4 available 
mooring points on the course

350 extra buoys have been purchased. This 
should enable us to replace lost buoys, and 
also have 1 spare line of buoys ready to swap at 
anytime.

A 5hp ‘slush’ pump that is able to pump sand 
away from the finish pontoon, when the sand 
starts to build up underneath

The barge is about to get its rusty frame 
replaced over the next few months, and we 
hope to be back on the water by October, ready 
for the new season.

You may have noticed that the buoys are 
starting to line up correctly at their 10 m spacing 
intervals, as we continue to permanently fix rings 
to the lines at 10m spacing. We are aiming to 
have the last 1000m completed for all 9 lanes by 
the start of the OCTOBER, and then we can start 
work on the 1st 1000m, with the aim to finish by 
the end of the 13/14 season

Volunteer Helpers
As they say ‘many hands make light work,’ and 
this year we tried a new schedule in retrieving  
the whole course for the winter break. Instead 
of relying on the usual retired helpers during the 
week, we utilised Saturday mornings in an effort 
to get a boost in Volunteer numbers and gain 
some new blood on the team.  We started in 
the first weekend in MAY and for the following 
7 Saturday mornings, and 1 midweek day, we 
had groups of up to 12 Volunteers- recovering, 
cleaning, sorting and painting antifoul to the 
bottom of the 2000+ buoys.  We all enjoyed a 
free lunch and coffee from the Boatshed Cafe 
after the morning’s effort. The Beef Boatshed 
Burgers  and Salt and Pepper Squid, were the 
popular meals ordered!

A huge thank you to the following People for 
their contributions to the Winter Shut Down of 
the Rowing Course over May and June, your 
help was invaluable. Next year I’m looking 
forward to seeing even more names on this list, 
and perhaps a few more School Rowers! 

Brett Ralph
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Also thanks to the volunteers from Canoes, 
Dragon Boats, Pulteney, St Peters Girls and 
PAC,  in helping to put out the course back in 
November and January this year

I look forward to your continued efforts and also 
any new ‘recruits’ for next season! Keep a couple 
of Sundays free in your diary in mid November, 
as we will fully buoy the last 1000m, then the 
whole course late January.

Thanks once again to Tim Ward, for all his 
guidance and continued help on the Course 
while he continues to help out around  West 
Lakes. Thanks to all the regulars for their 
ongoing help throughout the year and especially 
Jim Murphy from CanoeSA, for supervising 
the pontoon Shifts for the Dragon Boat State 
Championships, while we were all attending 
the Rowing Nationals in Sydney. Also  special 
mentions to Jeff Erikson for all his help and 
keeping the outboards running throughout the 
season, and Peter Young from St Peters Girls for 
all his help on the course for the last 3 months

Fast Facts!
In calm conditions, it takes approx 2 hours to 
shift the Starting pontoon from 200m start to the 
2k start

A fully buoyed 9 lane 2000m course uses 2100 
buoys.

20L of antifoul paint used to paint buoys during 
the Winter Shutdown Period

Nearly 21km of 6mm spectra rope is used 
1.5meters under the surface for the buoys to 
attach to

38x 8m long pylons used to keep all the lines 
square, are driven upto 5 meters into the lake 
bed

The Start Pontoon requires 12 cement blocks 
to hold in place ( 8 x 4 tonne, and 4 x 9 tonne), 
and the Starters Tower has 4 blocks(at 1k and 2k 
starts), thats a total of 44 mooring blocks!

 

Phil Gebhardt (7), Mannum RC  
Brett Ralph (7), Umpire  
Peter Young (6), St Peters Girls 
Jeff Erikson (6), Scouts  
Ross Moffatt (5), Umpire  
Steve Pennington (3), Riverside  
Phil Mangelsdorf (3), Mannum 
Caroline Obrien (3 ), Loreto  
Hannah Obrien (3), Loreto	 
Jim Murphy (3), Canoes 
Rob Skipper  (2), Riverside    
Keith Lundy (2), PAC 
Rick (2), Dragon Boats,  
John Holland (2), Dragon Boats 

Bec Norton (2), St Peters Girls  
Ian Russell (2),Torrens RC  
Terry Sala (2), Torrens RC 
Anne Pennington (2), Riverside 
Kathy  Matthews,  Walford  
Lou Crotti,  V President 
Tony Mathews,   Walford 
Amelia  Moffatt , UniSA 
Imogen  Moffatt, helper 
Kym Klein, Wilderness 
Allan Fredrick, Torrens 
Paul Knight, BRO/Pt Adelaide 
Peter Smith, Riverside	  	
Ruth Zoehrer, Riverside 

Eva Quinn, Dragon Boats 
Janet Lawrenson, Riverside	
Mathieu Audras , Torrens  
Jane Dawson,  Riverside  
David Eichler, Adelaide  
Bev James, Pt Adelaide  
Annabel O’Conner,  Pt Adel  
Jed Nicole, AUBC 
Freddy Smyth, AUBC 
Lachlan Ward, AUBC 
Lucus Degaris, PAC  
Laurin Kenner, Riverside

Volunteer Helpers
Name (Amount of sessions), Club
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Jason Lane - Head Coach 
Zoltan Shepherd - Development Coach 
(until Oct 2012) 
Adam Vine-Hall – Development Coach  
(from April 2013)

During the previous 12 months SASI athletes 
and coaches have represented Australia on 
various national teams. The 2013 season saw ten 
SASI athletes and two SASI coaches selected to 
represent Australia on National teams.

This is represented by: 
Australian Senior Team – Six athletes and one 
coach 
Australian U23 Team – Three athletes 
Australian Junior Team – One athlete 
Under 21 Team – Two athletes and one coach

2013 Australian Senior Team:  
Chungju – South Korea

Men’s Coxless Pair (2-) 
James McRae (MBRC- SASI) 
Bryn Coudraye (ARC – SASI)

Men’s Eight (8+) 
Alex Hill (ARC – AIS/SASI)

Women’s Quad Scull (4x)  
Olympia Aldersey (ARC- SASI) 
Coach: Jason Lane (SASI)

Women’s Eight (8+) 
Renee Chatterton (AUBC-SASI) 
Peta White (AUBC – SASI)

2013 Australian U23 Team: 
Linz – Austria

Men’s Pair (2-) – Silver Medal 
Alex Hill (ARC- AIS/SASI)

Women’s Eight (8+) - Fourth 
Molly Goodman (ARC-SASI) 
Peta White (AUBC-SASI)

2013 Australian Junior Team: 
Trakai – Lithuania

Women’s Double Scull (2x) 
Narelle Badenoch (AUBC- SASI)

2013 U21 Team:
Lake Karapiro – New Zealand

Men’s Sweep  
Drew Clements (ARC – SASI) 
Jed Nicolle (AUBC – SASI) 
Coach: Adam Vine-Hall (SASI)

The SASI Rowing Program hosted the 
preparation of the following national crews; 

Women’s Open 4x 
Men’s Open 2- 
Men’s U21 Sweep group 

All crews have trained at a variety of venues;  
West Lakes, Port Adelaide and SASI.

The 2013 National Championships, in 
combination with the Samsung World Rowing 
Cup provided SASI athletes with a rare 
opportunity to compete at an international 
event in front of a home crowd. The regatta also 
doubled as a selection requirement for aspiring 
national team athletes.

Notable performances of the regatta were 
James McRae and Bryn Coudraye winning the 
Open Men’s Coxless Pair and Olympia Aldersey 
as a member of the winning Open Women’s 
Quad Scull.

SASI Under 23 athletes also formed part of 
the silver medal winning Under 23 Men’s and 
Women’s eights. Narelle Badenoch raced very 
well in the junior category winning the silver 
medal in the Junior Women’s Single Scull.

In the previous 12 months Zoltan Shepherd 

Jason LaneSASI Report
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resigned as development coach. Zolly was a 
very passionate and committed member of 
the rowing team that will be missed around 
West Lakes. The rowing program is however 
fortunate that Adam Vine-Hall commenced as 
development coach in April this year. Adam has 
extensive experience working with development 
athletes, which will prove to be an asset for the 
program and rowing in SA. 

As always we are fortunate to receive excellent 
coaching support from Ron Mobbs and Jared 
Schar. Christine MacLaren continues to lead 
the development program to new highs. The 
development team continue to achieve success 
and search for new athletes. With this team in 
charge the development of elite rowing in SA is 
extremely positive.

It has been a busy but rewarding end to the 
London Olympic cycle. The start of the new 
cycle has seen many personnel and structural 
changes within Rowing Australia with Chris 
O’Brien appointed as the new High Performance 
Director and Drew Ginn National Head Coach – 
Integration. 

Thank you to all coaches and support staff that 
have worked with the program, their involvement 
is pivotal to the future success of rowing in South 
Australia.
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The big event for Rowing Australia this year was 
the World Cup/Australian Rowing Championship 
regatta conducted at the Sydney International 
Regatta Centre (SIRC) in March.

The event included the World Cup Regatta 
(14 Olympic events), the National Regatta 
and School National Championships and the 
Interstate Regatta.  The order of events for the 
regatta were programmed to take advantage 
of the excellent television coverage that was 
provided for the event.

There were a number of new concepts applied 
to the regatta and in reality some worked and 
some didn’t. The overall production of the 
event was very professional and was highly 
commented on by many including FISA officials.  

The television coverage by Fox Sports in 
particular was impressive. The TV ratings for the 
event were high and exceeded expectations. 
To have such a high profile international event 
again in Australia was exciting and what was 
also a very pleasing outcome was the success of 
Australian crews, including a number of South 
Australians.

This World Cup event is again programmed to 
be held at SIRC in March 2014 in conjunction 
with the Australian Rowing Championships 
and if missed the first time people should be 
encouraged to witness this event first hand.

Also, the other major aspect now facing 
Rowing Australia as well as all Olympic sporting 
organisations is a review of governance 
requirements being insisted upon by Australian 
Sports Commission.  While these principal 
conditions are being applied to Rowing Australia 
they will have an effect on state associations as 
well. 

This project referred to as “The Winning Edge 
Policy” relates to key performance outcomes by 
sports both in competition and administratively 
in agreement with the ASC, the continuing 
role of the AIS especially in working with State 
Institutes and Academies (closer relationships), 
as well as compliance with anti-drug code 
(ASADA and WADA).

The implications of the Mandatory Sports 
Governance Principles are far more reaching 
in that it not only affects the structures and 
operations of national sporting organisations 
but state associations as well. Again, compliance 
with these expectations will have some impact 
on future funding for individual sports as was 
seen with the latest release of ASC funding.

Rowing Australia is charged with setting the 
strategy for the future of our sport nationally.  
Therefore, it is important that strategic plans 
developed by the states are not in conflict 
with Rowing Australia.  The Rowing Australia 
Strategic Plan will evolve from a meeting 
of a number of key stakeholders including 
existing RA Board, key State representatives, 
commissions, ASC and other people from other 
sports and private consultancy firms to be held 
in July 2013.

Some of the issues that will be addressed will 
include rotation of board directors, gender 
balance and establishment of Audit and Risk 
Committees with at least one independent 
person.

Another matter, it was reported last year on the 
proposal of Rowing Australia to adopt a new 
national database for its operations known as 
Regatta Central.  This new program was used 
for all national events over the last year and 

Michael EastaughffeRowing Australia
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while the change did not unnecessarily affect 
the outcomes of the regatta it is obvious that it 
still has some way to go to match the existing 
ROMS package.  This is something that Rowing 
SA will need to maintain an strong interest 
and contribution to if the original program for 
implementation of the new Regatta Central 
package into the States is to take place in the 
2014/15 competition year.

In conclusion, the 2013/14 competition year 
represents the first year of a new Olympiad.  
Also it sees a new High Performance Director, 
Chris O’Brien, former coach of the Men’s Four 
at the London Olympics.  Chris is strongly 
supported by his deputy Jaime Fernandez a 
former South Australian rower who started his 
career at CBC and rowed for Adelaide University 
Boat Club.  Also, Drew Ginn, one of our most 
successful rowers, joins this group and has 
already had some impact on the elite program.

Initial results from our national team in Sydney 
were very encouraging and will be further 
commented on in the report from Jason Lane, 
who himself is now one of our top national 
coaches.  We are fortunate to have Jason in 
South Australia and the program at SASI is 
recognised as one of the best in Australia.

We look forward to an exciting next four years 
for our athletes leading to the Rio Olympics. Under 23 Men’s 2- Silver Medalists

Alexander Hill and Angus Moore
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